
1. [image: satirical image of women who go to college to meet a husband]














What are the manifest and latent functions of higher education? For a long time, many women attended college to meet potential husbands (see above, the "Mrs. Degree"). Within the structionalist functionalist approach in sociology, one area of focus is questioning the manifest (intended/overt e.g. attending college to obtain a degree) and latent (unintended/tacit e.g. attending college to meet a partner) functions of a social issue. Some functionalists (e.g. Talcott Parsons) applied this analysis to social behavior, others like Robert Merton focused more on social institutions and policies.
As Robert Merton (1949) explains:
"Latent functions are those functions which are unintended or unrecognized consequences of any social pattern. They are present but are not immediately obvious. On the other hand, the intended, conscious, or deliberate functions of the social policies or action which are created for the benefit of the society are called manifest functions."
In this discussion you need to reflect on current scenarios and how they exhibit manifest or latent functions.
· Scan the front page of media outlets and identify a story within the last week that reflects a topic of sociological concern. 
· Summarize the situation and explain the sociological relevance (refer to the core reading to remind yourself of what sociology is interested in examining).
· Identify the manifest and latent functions present in your topic. Explain your answer and cite as needed.

2.  https://youtu.be/kZp8QMlR2LM
Answer the following questions:
· What ethical issues arose during Camp Dash?
· Could they have been avoided? If so, how?
· If you were the camp manager how would you have responded to these ethical and logistical problems?
· What do you think should have been done differently?
· Do you believe participants were compensated fairly?
· Professors are expected to bring in money through grants and produce research. When professors are up for tenure (which protects their position indefinitely except in rare circumstances) things such as grants, publications, and research are all considered. Do you think this system could have played a role in Dr. Weaver’s insistence that the study continue?



























3. 
· Visit the website Give Methods a Chance by the Society Pages and select a podcast on research methods to listen to. (Note: Don't use  “Douglas Hartmann on Ethnography in Light of Goffman” or “Chris Uggen on Academic Dishonesty and Public Sociology” as these don't discuss methods).
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· Summarize the podcast and evaluate the methods discussed in the podcast. You can include the following in your analysis:

1. Name and institutional affiliation of the researcher (the person being interviewed) 
1. What is the method(s) used (describe in detail and explain what it is using the core and supplemental material, and possibly internet research)? 
1. What was the research project? (research topic, research question, data and samples used)
1. Strengths and limitations of the methods (according to the researcher, and according to you, based on your understanding of the module material)
1. Are the methods generalizable (according to the researcher, and according to you, based on your understanding of the module material)
1. What is the positionality of the researcher ?
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· Evaluate the research methods

1. Did you like the methods? Why or why not?
1. How ‘scientific’ do you think is the methods?
1. Do you think that the research produced by this method would be accessible to the general public? Why or why not? Think about whether general public readers could understand what the researchers did and found using this method.
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